UNITED

. ‘ attomey has secu a$2 mﬂ~
. hon verdlcv. in Lackawanna Coumy on behalf

of an asﬂ'lma patient who c]enmed ‘that two of

lus doctors overprescnbed oral steroids;
in severe'démage to his hip joints.
“In Sweder v. Wright, 46yea:-old Jermyn,
2nt Joseph ‘Sweder. filed suit against.

Sander Levinson.

‘Colleran Jr of “The’ Colleran Firm m
ila

eghgence at 65 percenl for
: percent for Levinson- and 5 per—
cet for Sweder.
From: January 2000 through- December
2004, accordmg to statistics published by the
- Pénnsyivania Supreme Court, no med- mal
jury verdicts for more than $! million were
retuned by Lackawanna County juries. )

According to court papers, Wright treated
Sweder for his asthma.between 1994 and
1998, while Levinson did so between 1996
and 1997. Sweder alleged that both physi-
cians prescribed to him substantial amounts
of oral- corticostéroids, the use of which, he
claimed, caused a number of his joints to
experience avascular necrosis, a collapsing of

_ the bone that has been linked 1o overuse of
steroids.

Specifically, Sweder said in court papers,
he has had three hip operations, including
two replacement procedures, and may need
bilateral hip replacements as many as two
times in the future.

According to court papers, Levinson con-
tended that his treatment fel} within the stan-
dard of care, and that other doctors Sweder
-had been treated by had prescribed him high-
er dosages of steroids. He called attention to

‘itermist’ Donald. anht and pulmonolog:sl X
Aceordmg'io Sweders attomey, James i

the 12- member _jury appor- !

Lackawanna continues on 14

steroids -on “those" occaswns when h:s asthma would

flare, according to Colleran. -

Sweder initially demanded $1 5 nulhon to settle the

case, accordmg to court papers.”

Colleran “said-he expects to"file-for del
totaling roughly $350,000. E

His client has for many years worked in plumbmg a‘nd
: heaung mamtena.nce but has since mcumng his i m]unes

- had to'take on more nf a: supervx-

Colleran said. there ‘were never
any offers made by cither defen-

“The case proceeded to - trial
.with Lackawanna Common
Pleas Judge Patricia Corbett pre-
siding. The trial began. May 23.
and énded June 1, Colleran said,
with the jury returning its unani-

" mous verdict after.roughly three . .
hours’ deliberations.

,Swéder_im'tz'dlly démkzndm’
dant. L5 mil]z'_oﬂ to settle the
case, according to court
papers. Colleran said there
were never any offers made

b}’- either défmdtlht, - tried

sory role.’

gone before lackawanm County
Jjurie§in recent years, the number of
defense verdicts has far outweighed
that of awards in favor of plaintiffs."

According ‘to " data’ compiled:
by the Pennsylvania. Supreme
Court, out of 35 med mal’ cases,”
before a- jury .in
Lackawanna , cormon. - pleas

A key issue in the case against
Levinson, accordmg to Colleran, was whether the pul-
monologist had given Sweder a prescription that provid-
ed for six refills of 150 five-milligram tablets of pred—
nisone, a corticosteroid."

At trial, Levinson denied- that he had done so,
Colleran said, but an expert for Sweder analyzed the ink
on the prescription tablet and testified that it could be
linked to Levinson.

" The forensic expert who analyzed the prescription
tablet was Erich Speckin of Speckin Forensic
Laboratories in Okemos, Mich.

Other plaintiff’s experts included Dav:d Lang, an
allergist from the Cleveland Clinic Foundation in Ohio;

" from _the beginning " of 2000
Lhmugh the end of 2004, two resulted in awards " for-
$500,000 or less, and two resulted " in -awards for
between $500,000 and $1 million. The remaining 31~
cases — roughly 88.5 percent ‘of the total number
resulted in defense verdicts.

‘There were no med mal verdicts for more than $1 rml—

lion reported out of Lackawanna during that time period: . ‘
In contrast, in Philadelphia common pleas over the .

same time period, 364 of thé 587 med mal cases tried
before a jury — approximately 62 percent — resulted in
defense verdicts.

The Supreme Court has not yet released-its data on
Pennsylvania med mal jury verdicts from 2005. -

Of the riied mal acuons t.ha[ have_ )
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