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' of supposed John Lennon autographs actually
postdate his 1980 death. But Elvis “is the
worst,” Mr. Luke says. Beyond the sheer vol-

ume and variety of odd King collectibles—a .

‘set of birthing: forceps supposedly used to'de-
liver him'sold on eBay 1 this fall for $600—~Elvis
himself was:generous, giving away thousands
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“Like a Virgin” MTV awards performance was

among the first entries. “She knows it’s her only

‘shot at controllmg what happens to everything,”

Ms: Lutz says.
For its part, Graceland the Memphis head-

-quarters of the Elvis Presley estate, says it’s seen

a_dramatic spike in requests from collectors to
hélp determine what’s. redl. But rendering opin-

ions.on what’s authentic and 1sn’t says Graceland
c lawyer William R.. Bradley, “would open us up to
'nds of. l1ab1hty » What’s ‘more, Graceland .
b
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i Experts say the prollferatlon of fakes is drag-

W prices: for authentic Elvis memora-
C : iple: The “Sun 209,” the
orlthe tiny Sun Studlos,

s rte(l peddlmg bootlegged Te-| releases as origi-
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for eBay. says the firm: neveryou esifor:au-
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nk .around $1 500 smce unscrupulous dealers '
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+ - ida collector Bill *
=% . Willlams - put .up for -

auction ‘a guitar some ex-
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‘ perts believe is the first instrument Elvis ever
played. But because Mr. Williams didn’t have

hard evidence hackmg up the claim—a photo
of Elvis playmg it, for example no_one

“Fakes are making b yers neredibly.
leery,” says John Heath, a leading Elvis collec-".
tor and appraiset in Marion, Ark. He recently.-

" paid $12,000 for several 1956. concert handbills
;  be.

printed for Eivis's 1956 concert at the New
Frontier Casmo in Las Vegas, although hehad
bought -one.) :Kevin Pursglove, .a Spokesman

that95% of -the ‘Elvis autogr: ; :
listed on online ductions are:forgeries:-Deals.
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